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RIVER DELAWARE, 


Report of the Committee to whom were referred the 
Message of the Governor, and Documents, relative 
to the River Delaware—Mr. Read, of the City, Chair- 
man. Read in the House of Representatives, Jan. 


The Committee to which were referred the Message 
of the Governor of the 12th December, 1834, and the 
accompanying Documents, relative to the use of the 
waters of the River Delaware, 


REPORT— 


In examining the report and documents annexed, the 
committee have been painfully struck with the appa- 
rent precipitancy with which the proceedings of the 
commissioners have been marked, and which, in the 
absence of any statement of the mode by which this 
compromise was decided on, cannot but be regarded as 
not altogether consistent with the prudent and circum. 
spect deliberation which the subject deserved. A 
comparison of dates will illustrate the meaning of the 
committee. The letter of instructionsto Mr, Gay, the 
engineer, is date¢ at Lancaster, October 11th, 1834.— 
Mr. Gay’s report to the commissioners, made after an 
examination of the river at the different points, is dat- 


That they have bestowed on the subject referred to 
them, the attentive and deliberate consideration which 
its importance and the interests involved in it seemed 
to require, and have sought from such sources as were 


ed at Lancaster, October 27th, 1834, It must be borne 
in mind, that it is on the basis of this report of Mr. Gay, 
that the agreement was concluded. The report of Mr. 
Douglass, the engineer employed by the New Jersey 


accessible to them, all the information that could be | commissioners, is dated at Princeton, November 18th, 
obtained. They have been rendered the more anxious | 1834, and the final agreement now submitted for con- 
to proceed with caution and accurate information on | confirmation, was executed at Philadelphia,on the 22d 
every point to which their attention has been directed | of November. It is but just however, to the engineers, 
by ee statement of the circumstances onthe | to state, that in their reports there is an expression of 
face of the documents referred to them, and by the | regret at the limited time allowed for examination, and 
absence of any narrative of the different stages of the | whence the necessity of this haste, the committee are 
sogetetinn, _ —_ of ee — en submitted | aoe = oe ~~ Mr. seg eee on 
or the approval of the Legislature. The committee | Apri 34, isthe only one which appears to have 
having reluctantly arrived at a conclusion adverse to the | been made after a minute and deliberate examination, 
proposed ratification, do not agree with the Commis- | aad it isadverse to the arrangement agreed upon by 
> sang in Opinion that “it was useless to detail all | the commissioners. 

proceedings of the joint commissioners whieh led | Dismissing these preliminary considerations, which 
to the final result,” and could have wished that the | the committee refer to, not as essential to a just under- 
documentary evidence communicated to the Legisla- | standing of the views they shall have occasion to pre- 
ture, had been more complete. The history of the pro- | sent, but as illustrating and enforcing the necessity of 
gress of the negociation might have had a tendency to | great caution in a final decision of the question, they 
remove the doubts and difficulties which have existed | will proceed to examine the merits of the agreement 
in the minds of the committee. To know what was | itself, with reference only to the constitutional rights 
<P ilccserdinn oetip, Ue casattitantetcnats isi ees|” kigrete oenton of soudieinaal Hit, piled 
granted, and it vane have been the source of sincere | itself | for the consideration of the Leeeiiien in the out- 
a to the committee, had they been apprised | set of their deliberations, which is not referred to in 
of the precise difficulties which they presume must | the report of the commissioners. The committee are 
have prevented the more satisfactory adjustment of this bound.to believe, that the familiar principle of consti- 
business, The committee regret too, that all the ma- | tutional law to which they refer, could not have es- 
terials, comprising drafts with soundings,and the result caped the attention of the a — there- 
of personal and scientific observation, on which the | fore, they the more regret that there is no allusion to 
commissioners acted, were not communicated, It is | the mode of solving the difficulty which it involves. — 
impossible to believe that the very inadequate materials | By the 10th section of the constitution of the United 

erred to the committee were all that the commission- | States, it is provided that ‘‘no state shall, without the 
ers had before them during their deliberations. They | consent of Congress, lay any duty or tonnage, keep 
are manifestly insufficient for the safe and prudent de- | troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any 
cision of a question so vitally important to a large por- | agreement or compact with another state,” &c. The 
tion of the citizens of the Commonwealth. A small | committee do not mean to intimate it as their opinion, 
draft of the proposed dam and sluice at Wells’ Falls, | though such might be the strict interpretation of the 
was the only paper of the kind referred to the commit- | constitutional prohibition, that the consent of Congress 
tee, or so far as they are apprised, communicated to the | is a necessary preliminary to a negotiation between two 
Legislature. Some time subsequent to the organiza- | or more states, but they are entirely at a loss to ima. 
tion of the committee, on a personal inquiry made by gine by what interpretation of explicit language, the 
the chairman, a series of drafts of different portions of | necessity of a subsequent ratification can be obviated, 
the river was found in the office of the Secretary of the | or how, without the consent of Congress, in the lan- 
Commonwealth, which they have been left to conjec- | guage of the 5th article of this agreement, it can be 
ture, was the same prepared by Mr. Kneass, the former | considered ‘‘ as a joint compact between the said states 
engineer, and referred to in the report of the com- | and the citizens thereof respectively, whenever the 
missioners. They are not, however, authenticated in | legislatures of the said states shall have passed laws ap- 
any way. | proving of and ratifying the same, and ¢here after for- 

Vow. XV. 13 





Foy os maaan 
ne aera 


— 


: 
ee 2 
+ 
th 
em bi 
¢ a | 
7 - 
he 
wi ; 
ee) 

- 
ig han 
f : 8 

= Ei 
j ne 
5 
+ 3 en 
(2+ 
ety 
e) Ce 
i4 on 
4 ta 
i oe 
rh 
‘te aR 
i ia 
} oe 
iS ane eee 
> Dina 
; oe 
1? 3 F4 7ee 
. 
ia ae ‘a 
# ol a 
x ne 
eit Fate 
De toe ; 
be BA 
¢ $ 
a 
, *e i 
re aa 
* yl 
Aen fe 
2 aie 
nt SSS 
£m | 
<a 
fa 
; i 
4 * ey 
: iF 
2 mF 
” 
: ’ eam 
« | 
fi 
a 4 
+ Fe 
a 
> Fig 
9 





TEST oe 
SAENGER Tae 


iy ES 


fae eal 


ee os vexaeel 


Queen 


ao 


a a a ccercmmiginen iDaineo aA a iit 
I A i tet mat ici Fe ae PR iy Hapa 


on f 














98 RIVER DELAWARE. [Frpevary 


sieunitecenmnnctmmamnmetinnamens — Ne eEEESE——ee—EeEeere 











SS 


ever irrevocable by either of the said contracting par- by the committee at once with diffidence, and with an 
ties without the concurrence of the other.” Whether | honest conviction that they are worthy of consideration 
an ‘* agreement or compact,” thus made and ratified | hereafter. As now presented, they have been regarded 
without reference to the constitutional suprema-| rather as matter of form than substance. 

cy of Congress, would be void ab initio,or only voidable, | The committee will pruceed to examine the compact 
is a question the committee do not pretend here to de- | on its merits. 


termine, but it is clear to their minds that such a sub- The compact as made by the commissioners, contains 
mission to the Federal Legislature is requisite,and they | the following provisions: 
would deem it wholly irregular to recommend the ra-{ First. It is declared that the State of New Jersey 
tification of a compact in terms framed in disregard of may take, or cause to be taken, from the Delaware 
it. The committee do not believe it would be a valid, | river, by means of the feeder at the head of Bull’s 
still less an irrevocable compact, under our National | sland, as much water as may be necessary to supply 
charter, when ratified by the two states without the} the Delaware and Raritan canal for the purposes of 
sanction of Congress. The necessity of such sanction | navigation. 
should, the committee think, have been recognized on Second. It is declared that the State of Pennsylvania 
the face of the compact. may take, or cause to be taken from the Delaware river, 
Perhaps no case could occur to which the reason of by means of dams and feeders at Wells’ Falls, as much 
the constitutional provision would more forcibly apply | water as may be necessary to supply the Delaware di- 
than that of a compact between the two states having | yision of the Pennsylvania canal, as far as the city of 
such an object in view as is contemplated by the agree-| philadelphia, should the canal be so far extended, for 
ment now under consideration. It is not the design of | the purposes of navigation. The height of the dam to 
the committee in this place to anticipate their practical | be constructed by the State of Pennsylvania at Wells’ 
objections to the proposed dam at Wells’ Falls. It is! Palls, shall not exceed three feet above the surface of 
sufficient to state here that it is doubtful whether or not | jow water mark at the head of the Falls. There shall 
such a dam as is proposed will be an obstruction to the | be a sluice in the dam sixty feet wide, and at least three 
navigation of the Delaware. In its decision as a doubt-| hundred feet long, or longer if necessary, tomake a 
ful question, not only have the citizens of the Union at) secure descending navigation. The walls of the sluice 
large an interest, which may be presumed to be the] as well as the dam shall be made of substantial timber 
legitimate object of the provision of the article of the | crib work, filled with stones, and the upper end of the 
Federal Constitution, and which would be completely | sluice walls extending in the dam shall be made suffi- 
protected by the supervising power of Congress, but | ciently high to afford an index to watermen of the 
the citizens of a neighboring State within whose terri-| channel prepared for them. Boats or other craft as- 
tory the river Delaware has its source, have, in the cending the river shall be admitted into the Pennsylva- 
opinion of the committee, vested rightsin its navigation | pia canal, by locks constructed at or near the mouth of 
existing long prior to the formation of the constitution Neely’s creek; and the sa:d boats or other craft ascend- 
of the Union—the acquisition of no compact, the result | ing the river, shall be let out into the river by a guard 
of no concession, but rights which the general law of | Jock or lift locks at the head of the Falls, free of ex- 
independent sovereignties gave them, and of which| pense. The locks shall be of sufficient capacity to ad- 
confederacy and union have not deprived them. These} mit all boats or other craft which can navigate the 
rights, in the opinion of the committee, no ex parte Pennsylvania canal. A good and sufficient channel 
negociation can impair. If, as cannot be denied, the} shall be kept open above the dam of sufficient depth at 
citizens of New York have by the law of nations an in-| low water to float said ascending boats or other craft 
terest in the unobstructed navigation of the Delaware, | which may pass from the said canal, to a corres- 
the rights which that interest gives them so far from ponding depth of water in the river, and above the 
being divested by the constitution of the Union, are| suction of the said sluice, and such a tow path as may 
necessarily and vastly strengthened by it. be necessary for this purpose shall be constructed.— 
In considering the rights of New York, as thus affect- | Such locks, channel and tow path, shall at-all times be 
ed, it must further be borne in. mind that should the keptin good repair by the State of Pennsylvania. 
present compact be ratified, such are its provisions, that Third. The State of New Jersey shall cause the 
it will be of the acts of Pennsylvania alone, as sanction: | obstructions to the navigation of the river Delaware, at 
ed by this compact, that New York can have reason to | Scudder’s Falls, which have been placed there by the 
complain. The only advantage directly secured to| Trenton Delaware Falls company, to be removed or 
New Jersey is the permission (which by the way she | otherwise obviated. 
has already assumed in palpable yiolation of the agree-| The advantages which by this agreement in the view 
ment of 1783,) to use a certain portion of the| ofthe commissioners to be secured to Pennsylvania 
water of the Delaware to feed the Delaware and | are: 
Raritan canal. This abstraction of water it is sup- Ist. The supply of water to the level of the Dela- 


posed will never injuriously affect the navigation.— | ware division of the Pennsylvania canal below New 
Probably if strictly confined to canal purposes it will Hope. 


not. But on the other hand, in order to feed her canal, 2d. Inereased facilities to the coal trade by a com- 
Pennsylvania is to builda damacross the river, which | munication at New Hope, with the Delaware and Rari- 
may or may not, as time will show, prove an obstruc- | tan canal leading to the New York market. 

tion to the navigation. If any thing done under this Sd. The removal of the existing obstructions in the 


agreement should prove an obstruction, it must be the Pelaware, at Scudder’s Falls, illegally placed there by 
Pennsylvania feeder dam, and in that event a collision | the Delaware Falls company. 


between the two States of Pennsylvania and New York 4th. The improvement of the rafting channel and of 
would ensue, far more unpleasant than the controversy | the ascending navigation; and 

which is to be adjusted by this compact, because} 5th. The adjustment of an ancient and irritating con- 
founded in a pulpable infraction of right, while New| flict of rights and interests of the two states. 

Jersey, secure in the enjoyment of its apparent inno- The committee will endeavor to examine these pro- 
cent privilege, may easily afford to be the indifferent posed advantages briefly, and in the order they have 
observer of the dispute. been stated. ‘ 

The committee have been content with stating rather First then.as to the supply of the lower level of the 
than illustrating these points. Had their views of the | canal with water. From the commencement to the 
practical results of this negociation been different, | close of their inquiries, the committee, though deeply 
these constitutional difficulties would have been regard-| impressed with the importance of this subject, have 
edas more interesting. These suggestions now are made | been so embarrassed by the yarious and contradictory 
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statements of facts submittedto them,as almost to abandon 
all hope of arriving at a satisfactory result. On the one 
hand, they have been assured that the deficiency of 
water below New Hope has been ever since the con 

struction of the canal most prejudicial to the public 
interest. On the other, they have been referred to 
the significant fact, that during the past season of un- 
paralled drought, the navigation in this level was never | 
once interrupted by want of water. The sufficiency 
of the present temporary works at New Hope, was em- 
phatically asserted on one side and emphatically denied 
on the other. Again the cost of excavating the level 
s0 as to require no dam, is variously stated from 
$60,000 to $170,000, and the loss to the commonwealth 
from the interruption of the trade during the progress | 
of the work palliated or exaggerated according to the | 
interested views of the parties. ‘To have rejected all | 
information except such as was derived from official | 
sources would not in the opinion of the committee have | 
been proper, and they have therefore preferred en- | 
countering the additional labor and perplexity incident 
to the solution of these apparent contradictions. To 
one result there was little difficulty in arriving, viz: that 
without the temporary works at New Hope, there 
would be a deficiency of water in the lower level. The 
committee did not feel it to be part of their duty to in- 
quire into all the modes of supplying the canal with 
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lf, then, there is a strong probability, to use the most 
guarded language that an additional supply from some 
point above New Hope, will, before long, be necessa- 
ry, the committee cannot imagine any conceivable in- 
ducement to ratify a compact, which will preclude 
Pennsylvania from ever obtaining itin the only way it 
can be obtained. The compact renders legal the 
abstraction of water by the Delaware and Raritan feed. 
er. It permits Pennsylvania to feed her canal by dams 
and feeders, of prescribed dimensions, at Wells’ Falls, 
and it doesno more. If, then, by treaty, we have ob- 
tained the consent of New Jersey to obtain a supply of 
water from a specified point, it follows that we cannot 
take it without another treaty, fromany other point. A 
different doctrine would lead to a result which the 
committee are sure the commisssioners never for an 
instant contemplated. Apply any other than a strict 
construction to this compact, and to what injurious and 
unforeseen consequences will it not lead? In the report 
to the legislature the commissioners say that they in- 
tended to secure to each state as much, and only as 
much water, as is necessary to supply its canal for navi- 
gable purposes. In the compact the restrictive word 
is no doubt inadvertently omitted, and New Jersey is 
permitted to take from the river as much water as may 
be necessary to supply the Delaware and Raritan canal, 
for the purposes of navigation. The committee do not 
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water, but it having been suggested as an inducement | mean to say that the limitation is insufficient as it stands: 
to the confirmation of this compact that it would, even | on the contrary, they believe it is. And if it is, then 
if the dam were deemed inexpedient, legalise the ex- | in their opinion, the specification of the point whence 
isting works at New Hope; they are compelled to say | Pennsylvania may feed her canals, viz: Wells’ Falls, is 


| 
a few words in relation to those works. If they inter- | 
fere in the slightest degree with the navigation of the 
river, they are clearly a violation of the rights of New 
Jersey, and as such indefensible, but it must be borne 
in mind that New Jersey is at this moment in quiet pos- 
session of a portion of the waters of the Delaware, ab- 
stracted illegally through the feeder of the Delaware 
and Raritan canal. Though the committee are far 
from intimating it as their opinion, that this is an ade- 
quate apology; yet in estimating the emergencies of| 
the case in its various bearings, they have been struck 
with manifest want of equity in any complaint on the 
part of New Jersey. They see no propriety in at- 
tempting to legalise these works by what seems to them 
a forced construction of the papers submitted. What- 
ever interpretation might be put on the compact itself 
as to the obligation on Pennsylvania to make the dam 
across the river, the committee do not doubt on a care. 
ful examination of the compact together with the report 
to the Governor, that it was the meaning of the joint 
commission that Pennsylvania was to be bound to build 
the dam, and that the building of the dam at the ex- 
pense of Pennsylvania, was part of the consideration of 
the agreement. 

The committee have arrived at two results, then, 
viz: that by the present works, however illegally 
constructed, the level below New Hope is adequately 
supplied with water, and that a confirmation of the 
compact, without the construction of the dam across 
the river, would be entirely useless, and would not 
render those works more legal than they are at pre- 
sent. 

But another fact has been established in the opinion 
of the committee, viz: that there has been, and in case 
of an increase of the trade, will certainly be a deficien- 
cy of water in the level above New Hope, for which 
the present compact provides no remedy. ‘The tenor 
of Mr. Kneass’ report is decidedly confirmatory of the 
actual existence of such a want of water above New 
Hope; and though Mr, Gay, in his report, expresses a 
very decided opinion that the Lehigh has and always 
will supply the canal from Easton to New Hope, yet he 
as distinctly states it as his opinion, that the time may 
come when a more active trade than that of the past 
season will show the propriety of introducing a feeder 
to the canal, at some point on the Delaware,above New 
Hope. 


equally conclusive of her right to feed them by dams 
and feeders, at ary other point. A rule isa bad one 
that does not work alike on all. If the compact is con- 
firmed, anda want of water should hereafter occur 
above New Hope, and Pennsylvania can supply it by 
another feeder, without the assent of New Jersey, 
because such another feeder is not prohibited in terms, 
then, by precise parity of reasoning, the Delaware and 
Raritan company have the power to use the water in 
their feeder for manufacturing purposes, because it is 
not.prohibited. To show, incidentally, to what practi- 
cal risk this latitude of interpretation, followed out to 
its legitimate results, would lead, the committee will 
refer toa single passage in Mr. Buchanan’s letter of the 
17th October, and Mr, Gay’s answer: ‘* There is good 
reason to believe,’’ says the former, ‘‘ that within the 
last few weeks the Delaware and Raritan canal compa- 
ny have caused their feeder, at. Bull’s island, to be 
deepened a foot, or more. If this be true, what will be 
the effect upon the navigation of the river?” Mr. Gay 
says, in reply: ‘*On avisit to the point in question, it 
appeared that the works contemplated by the company, 
at the entrance of the feeder, were incomplete. The 
arrangement, however, is one which is calculated to 
place at the command of the company a large portion 
of the river during its lowest stages; and should the 
water be drawn through the feeder, for any other than 
navigable purposes, it would, in all probability, tend ta 
injure the natural navigation of the river during low 
water,” : 
All other objections aside, the one that has been just 
suggested would alone be sufficient, and the committee 
would do violence to their own deliberate convictions, 
were they to recommend the ratification of a compact 
which would either prohibit any future relief for what 
the committee believe is an imminent danger viz: the 
want of water above New Hope, or would place the 
common property of the citizens of the Union, the flow 
of a noble river, at the mercy of a single State, and 
bservient to a local interest. : 
~~ reference to this matter of supplying the canal, 
even below New Hope, the committee have but a sin- 
gle word to add, Not only, according to the view that 
has been taken of this compact, is the place at which 
the dam is to be erected strictly specified, but its d's 
mensions prescribed. It is not to exceed three feet in 
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height above the surface of low water at the foot of the | above; and we are not prepared to say their wishes and 
falls. This height is taken as a medium between the | interests should be lost sight of. Every thing being 
estimates of the twoengixeers. Mr. Gay thinks a two | equal, the committee would prefer that none should be 
foot dam at Wells’ would supply the canal. Mr. | made. This, however, is a subject for distinct con- 
Douglass, the New Jersey engineer, says expressly, | sideration hereafter. 1tcan then be decided on its own 
that he does not think Pennsylvania can get a sufficient | merits, and regulated by precise limitations. That 
supply of water with a dam of less height than three | Wells’ Falls is not the best place for an out-let, seems 
feet and seventy-five hundredths, (3.75.) The com-| to be conceded, as there are other points where the 
missioners, for reasons which have not been communi- | depth of water is sufficient to float boats across without 
cated, split the difference, and fixed it at three feet —| adam. ‘hat it is notan eligible place fora feeder, has 
Now, let it be supposed for a moment, in the event of | been shown. Cutbush Island is believed to be best for 
what the commissioners contemplated throughout, the | the one, and Black’s Eddy, on account of the depth of 
extension of the canal from Bristol to Philadelphia, a | the water, is represented as best for the other. As to 
three feet dam should prove inadequate to supply the | the tolls, in case an out let higher up should be deter- 
whole distance, or in other words, that Mr. Deuglass’ | mined on, about which the committee express no opin- 
estimate should prove to be correct, by what authority | ion, the difficulty admits of an easy solution. An out- 
could Pennsylvania raise the Cam one inch above the | let at Black’s Eddy, or wherever the depth of water 
three feet which New Jersey has allowed her? Certain- | will justify it without a dam, will be of advantage ne- 
ly none, except what might be derived from new nego- | cessarily to the coal trade, by opening an avenue to 
tiations, and new concessions, Whatever is settled by | the New York market, and tothe Delaware and Raritan 
compact, can only be altered by compact, and separate | canal company, by increasing its tolls. The committee 
legislation must necessarily be ineffectual. If, as we | believe that the additional toll now collected between 
have said, it is supposed, and in the conflict of scientific | Black’s Eddy, for instance, and New Hope, would be 
opinion this is not unreasonable, Mr. Douglass should | cheerfully paid, for the privilege of an out-let lock.— 
prove to be right, and Mr. Gay and the commissioners | The committee do not mean to say that such an out-let 
wrong, in what a situation would our irrevocable com- | or connection should be made—that is a question to be 
pact place us. The dam would avail only as a perni-! decided hereafter on its own merits—but they do mean 
cious memorial of inconsiderate negotiation, and Penn- | to say, that assuming, as the commissioners do, that it 
sylvania would at last be reduced to the attitude of a | is desirable, the difference of tolls between a higher 
suppliant to her sister State, for the privilege of com- | and lower point, if in other respects the former be pre- 
pleting her own public works. ferable, would be cheerfully paid by the parties inter- 

Viewing this matter in every aspect in which it has | ested init. If this suggestion of a saving of tolls has 
been presented to them, the committee are of opinion | no force, and both a better feeder and a better out-let 
that, as a means of adequately supplying the canal under | can be found elsewhere, the committee are at a loss to 
existing and probable circumstances, the proposed ar- | find any other inducements on the points referred to, 
rangement is inexpedient and inadmissible. Were the | to confirmthe compact. As to the connection between 
committee called on to express an opinion as to the , the canals, the committee would observe, in conclusion, 
best mode of feeding the canal, they have no hesitation it is so manifestly the interest of the State of New 
in saying, that, whether as respects the certainty of | Jersey (having as she has, so strong a pecuniary sym- 
supply for all possible deficiency, either above or pathy with the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company) 
helow New Hope, or the absence of any impediment to | that it should be made witha view to the increase of its 
the navigation of the river, a wing-dam at Cutbush’s | tolls, that they have no fear but that when the proper 
Island, as is recommended by Mr. Kneass and approved | time comes, a suitable junction can be made and on 
by the commissioners, is beyond all question preferable | cheaper terms than are prescribed by the hard bargain 
to any other that has been suggested, The commis- | of the present compact. It will be borne in mind, 
sioners having stated in their report that they should | throughout, that the whole expense of constructing 
have recommended a dam and feeder at Cutbush’s | the dam, locks, channel and tow-path, for this connec- 
Island, as the best mode of supplying our canal, but , tion, is to be borne by Pennsylvania. The committee 
for their sense of the necessity of a connection between | cannot close their remarks on this point, without calling 
the two canals; for the benefit of the coal business, &c. | the attention of the House to a passage in the report of 
the committee are brought to the consideration of that | the commissioners, which seems to them to require ex- 
point. planation, At page 5 they say: 

2. The committee do not propose to dwell atlength| ‘* Whilst this arrangement secures both the ascend- 
on this point, believing that the views they have already | ing and descending trade of the river, it provides the 
stated in regard to the palpable inefficiency of the pro- | means, without any additional expense, of a communi- 
posed arrangement, will be sufficient to justify the re- | cation between the Pennsylvania, and the Delaware 
sult to which they have arrived. ‘The argument of the | and Raritan canal. ‘The guard lock necessary at the 
commissioners is, that assuming a connection for the | head of our feeder, and the deep water which will be 
benefit of the coal trade is desirable and will be made, | created across the river by the dam, will, should the 
it will be better at New Hope than higher up; because | Delaware and Raritan company lock down into it from 
the boats will be thus obliged to remain longer in the | their feeder, make this communication complete.— 
Pennsylvania canal, and a larger amountof tolls be col- | Although the agreement does not stipulate that this 
lected, The difference of tolls between Black’s Eddy | shall be done, and both parties are’ at’ perfect liberty to 
and New Hope is estimated, according to the report, at | act as they think proper, yet the public interest and 
$16,000 a year, and of course increasing. It issuppos- | convenience must soon accomplish this purpose,— 
ed that this amount will be saved, by making the | Indeed we have good reason to believe that the Canal 
junction at New Hope rather than higher up. The | Commissioners have it already in serious contempia- 
éommittee do not mean here to discuss the question as | tion.” 
to the general expediency of an out-let from the Penn- | Whether this ‘* serious contemplation” of the canal 
sylvania canal, so as to communicate with the New commissioners is to extend to the actual construction of 
York market. If such a measure is to be adopted, it | an out-let lock by virtue of their discretionary power 
‘seems to the committee to be the appropriate subject | only, is a question the committee will not stop to ask. 
of distinct consideration, and that it should not be | They state it merely asa matter of appropriate consid- 
blended with disputed questions respecting the eligi- | eration to the body whence all ministerial authority is 
yay of various feeders to canals. The inhabitants on | derived. 
the ine of the canal below New Hope, would, the com- The third proposed benefit from the compact, will 
mittee are assured, regret the construction of an out-let | require comparatively little notice from the committee. 
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It is the removal of existing obstructions at Scudder’s | this place in the falls with too much rapidity now, and 
Falls, This is no doubt desirable, but it has occurred | it requires the most experienced men to run a raft or 
to the committee, that if undue importance has not been | boat through them with safety. If these then are the 
attached to it, language more loose and ambiguous, | facts, the effect of a dam so near the head of the falls 
never was used to secure an important right. The | will be to increase the velocity of the descending craft 
works of the Delaware Falls company, are confessedly | in a four-fold proportion, and consequently an increas- 
an infraction of the rights of Pennsylvania, and as such | ed difficulty of navigating the raft, ark or boat, with 
in fact, and in contemplation of law a nuisance. Their | additional risk, It is urged by many of the most expe- 
removal should have been made acondition precedent, | rienced watermen that a dam cannot be built on as for- 
instead of which the commissioners have been satisfied | midable a stream as the Delaware which can be passed 
with a provision that the obstruction is to be removed | by rafts or boats with any safety from the centre of the 
or otherwise obviated. Mr. Gay states that the only | dam. It is well known by raftmen that a dam cannot 
effectual mode of rendering the navigation uninterrupt- | be built at the head of a falls, and a sluice left in the 
ed at this point, will be to remove the present works | centre which will regulate the current of the river 
altogether, and the committee believe that when the | below, or which shall direct the current ‘with any cer- 
compact shall hereafter be interpreted by the’searching | tainty to a given point. The tendency of water to pre- 
eye of selfish interest ‘‘ otherwise to obviate’? the ob- | serve a level—the force with which it passes on an in- 
struction will be found quite inadequate for the preser- | clined plane, however gentle, where an unusual quan- 
vation of our interests, A partial removal of the ob- | tity is forced down, and the difference of the course of 
struction it appears was made during the negotiation | the current as the water is higher or lower—all go to 
and the commissioners seem to have satisfied themselves | prove conclusively that the proposed dam would in- 





with a pledge, not from the State of New Jersey, 
but from the company, that there should not in future | 
be any cause for complaint. The committee cannot 
but regard this as affording inadequate security, 

4, The committee have scarcely allowed themselves 
_time to dwell as fully as they wished on the probable 
effect of the proposed dam at Wells’ Falls on the river 
trade. This consists mainly now of lumber, which, in 
the form of rafts, is floated in the channel of the river 
to the city of Philadelphia, and for the supply of the 
down river counties. The committee have been anx- 
ious to ascertain with some precision, if only by estimate, 
the annual amount of the Delaware lumber trade. It 
is, however, scarcely appreciable. '¢ it estimated that | 
the county of Wayne alone, in a single year has sent | 
one hundred thousand dollars worth to the Philadelphia | 
market. The counties of Northampton, Pike, Wayne, | 
Luzerne and Susquehanna, in Pennsylvania, and Sulli- 
van, Delaware, Broome, Chenango and Otsego coun- 
ties, in New York, supply nearly all the lumber that | 
descends the river. In some of the New York counties | 
Sullivan especially, the citizens of Pennsylvania own 
extensive lumber tracts, the value of which mainly de- 
pends on afree “river avenue” to market. The citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania who live upon the upper waters | 
of the Delaware, have gone into a rough and for farm- | 
ing purposes asterile country. They are emphatically | 
an industrious and enterprising population. In full con- | 
fidence in their rights, pre-existent to any compact, and 
in the plighted faith of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
in the agreement of 1783, they have purchased land, | 
have undergone all the hardships incident to the first 
settlement of a wilderness, and they now ask that the 
great highway which nature has given them, may not 
be impeded, for remote, uncertain, and speculative ad- 
vantages to others, 


The committtee are aware that some of the engineers 
who have examined the river at its different points, 
have expressed the opinion that a dam and sluice, as 
proposed, would benefit rather than impede the de- 
acending navigation. To this opinion is opposed the 
unanimous sentiment of all the practical watermen who 
have been consulted on the subject. In their own 
body, the committee were fortunate enough to have a 
share of practical experience, which they have readily 
consulted; and for the following view of this part of the 
subject, on the faith of that practical experience, the 
committee are willingly responsible: — 

The proposed dam, placed as contemplated, will be 
about forty rods above the entering of the falls, or what 
is termed by the raftmen and boatmen, the “ Jersey en- 
tering rock.” At this place in the falls the water 
** rushes impetuously” over a ledge of rocks. Near at 
the entrance there is in low water, ora common freshet, 
harely room for a raft of lumber of thirty feet in width 
te pass, The greatest difficulty is, that rafts approach 


crease the present difficulty of entering Wells’ Falls, 
if not entirely destroy the descending navigation. One 
other effect of the dam must not be lost sight of—the 
probable destruction of the shad fisheries, which the 
committee honestly believe would be one of the first 
consequences of the erection of the dam. 

On the whole, in examination of this compact, as will 
be easily beiieved, the committee felt a strong anxiety, 
putting aside their other scruples, to confirm the agree- 
ment if posible. They fully appreciate the necessity 
of some action on the subject, knowing as they do, 
how strong the inducements are to agree upon some 
terms for the mutual use ofa portion of the waters of 
the river, and it has been with sincere reluctance that 
they have been compelled to come to the conclusion, 
that the compact, on its merits as well as in its forms, 
ought not to be cenfirmed. To say that the interests 
of Pennsylvania have been sacrificed, would be to im- 
pute motives to those who have sanctioned the arrange- 
ment, such as this committee would be the last to attri- 
bute; but to say that inadequate information, or preci- 
pitate action, has led to a decision by which those inter- 
ests would be destroyed, is no more than the simple 
truth, as it appears to the committee. The attitude of 
Pennsylvania ought never to be that of a suppliant to 
her sister state, still less ought she to join in a con- 
spiracy to violate the rights of the absent and unheard. 
She ought not even to be suspected. Her state-rights 
are the rights of an honest, and in honesty, a fearless 


| state. Her interests are strictly consistent with those 


rights, and while the committee have, as they have al- 
ready stated, been anxious to withhold approval to even 
an apparent departure from her principles, they have 
found in this agreement little that secures or protects 
her well ascertained and dearest interests. 

The committee, therefore, unanimously recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to ratify the com- 
pact executed on the 22d November, 1834, between 
the Commissioners of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
relative to the use of the waters of the river Dela- 
ware.—[For numerous documents on this subject, 
see Register Vol. III. Vol. IV. page 365, Vol. V. p. 88, 
bey VILL. p. 232, 366, Vol. IX. p. 119, Vol. X. p. 119, 
&e. 








THE WEATHER. 


Fahrenheit’s Thermometer, in Chestnut street, near 
the Mint. 


Feb. 1, at6in the morning, Mercury stood at 30. 
do 


Feb. 2, do at 22 
Feb. 3, do do at 18 
Feb. 4, do do at 14 





On Wednesday last there were twenty-four steamers 


at Pittsburg, most of which were either unloading or 
loading. 
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Extract fiom the Meteorological Register, taken at the State Capital—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 


Br James Warent, Librarian, 


JANUARY, 1835. 
























































1 = 

| | || 4 
s : 5 © nd a 

sl 3 z we ied 

: = ~ Cc ~ 

2 : = zi) Bigiéz WINDS. |STATE OF THE WEATHER. 
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THERMOMETER. _ BAROMETER, 

1\Thursday, |26)30)29\28){ 29.60 61) 62| 29.61 |SE Moderate, j|Clear—Cloudy. 

2|Friday, 24137 |39|33, 62 62) 62 62 (NNW 5 Clear—Cloudy. 

3/Saturday, |16]17|17/17|} 95] 30.00} 30.00)  98/|NNW * Clear day. 

4\Sunday, = |00}12|13 | 30.10) 10 8| 30.09 |NNW “* do, do, 

5|Monday, *9/L1/14) 5|| 29.96 96 90} 29.94,|NNW  « do. do. 

6| Tuesday, 9) 25/25/20, 95 92 92 13)|NNW Brisk. do. do. 

7|\Wednesday, | 5|14/1812,)| 30.00} 30:00) 30.00) 30.00/;/NNW Moderate.| do. do. 

8| Thursday, 3} 12/15)10}| 29.95 95 95) 29.95||NNW on do, do. 

9\Friday, *5)15/18) 9) 95 95 95 95||INNW 6 do. do, 
10|Saturday, |*3/19/23/13]| 97 97, 97 97,|NNW & do. do. 
11|Sunday, 7|26|29)21 80 80 80 80||NNW 6 do. do. 
12|Monday, 7|22)30)/20 80 78 74 77\|SE 6 Clear— Cloudy. 
13/Tuesday,  |26/41/41/36 70 66 65 67||E Tt Lightly cloudy. 
14|\Wednesd, |36/44/47/42 42 40 42 41) W “s Rain—Lightly cloudy. 
15\Thursday, |52\45|45/41 58 51 43 SIE Fog—Sun & clouds—Rain at n’t 
16\Friday, |39)42/41/41|| 40] «44S 54] 46||W Brisk, Cloudy day. 
17|Saturday, —[82)39|39)37 83 85| 86 85 iW Moderate. do. do. 

igiSunday, —|29/35/34/33 80} 80| 77| 79\\N «6 Cloudy—Clear. 
19/Monday, —_|19)38|37|30 go} 76) 75] 77/1B «© [Sun & Clouds. 
20/ Tuesday, 3142/41/38 62 62 62 62||NE 66 do. - do. 
21|Wednesday, 136 42/41/40}; 63 44 36 48) E 66 Cloudy—rain in the evening. 
22| Thursday, (32)/43/44/40 36 41 50 42\|W Brisk. Clear day. 
23\Friday, 52/46)45/41 63 68 76 69\|\w sss do. do. 
24/Saturday, —35)59/40:37// 30.06 7| 7| 30.07'|E Moderate, do.do . 
25/Sunday, 33|35/40|S6|| 29.84) 74 “ Q9.73/|E *¢ Rainy day, 
26) Monday, 37|44/4.4/42 47 41 34 41|\NE *§ Foggy day—Rain at night. 
27\Tuesday, |39|49|49|/46 56 58) 55 56|\SE * Sun & Clouds. 
28| Wednesday, ,42/47/46/45 40} - 50) 67 52||NW Blustering. | do. do. 
39|Thursday, |32/43|/45|40 93 93 88 91\\E Moderate. Clear—Cloudy—rain at night. 
30| Friday, 37/43'45)/42 55 43 38 45||E " Rainy day & fog—hea’y r’n at n’t 
31)\Saturday, 37\41|38\39 13 13| 15| 14'\SW Blustering. |Cloudy day. 

Thermometer, Barometer. 

Maximum on the 27th, . > ° 46°||Maximum on the 4th, ° 30.09 inches. 
Minimum on the 5th, ; ; : 5 |\Minimum on the 31st, ° 29.14 #6 
Difference, ; ° . Al || Difference, ° ° ° 00.95 
Mean, . ° . . ° 50 ||Mean, ° . ° 2971 


* Below zero. 


From the Pittsburg Gazette. 


Pirrssure.—-Two more very important steps are 
about to be made in the advancement of our city to 


that eminence which it is destined to attain. It willbe 
seen, by our advertising columns, that a daily line of 
steam boats will commence running from this city to 
Louisville, on Monday, the 23d of February next. It 
will also be seen that the Western Transportation Com- 
panv are making arrangement, for the speedy convey- 
ance of passengers, in comfortable boats, from Philadel- 
phia to this place. These improvements in our travel- 
ing conveniences are both very important, and will 
greatly increase the resort to our city by travelers both 
on business and pleasure. They will also, no doubt, 
draw a vastly larger amount of merchandise and pro- 
duce in this direction. 

If the arrangements for the dispatch of a steam 





boat every day at 10 o’clock, A. M., is strictly adhered 
to, and we have no doubt they will be, traveling from 
Philadelphia, or any eastern city, toany place along the 
Ohio, will be greatly expedited, and the time neces- 
sary to make the trip can be readily estimated before- 
hand. 


It has been a sore grievance to travelers, on the 
western waters, that there was no dependance to be 
placed upon any assurances that steam boats would 
start at any particular hour. The commencement 
of a daily line will at once remove this source of annoy- 
ance. 


The enterprising projectors of this improvement 
in our facilities for traveling, merit, and will no 


doubt receive, substantial evidences of public approba- 
tion. 
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PENNSYLVANIA CANAL FROM COLUMBIA TO 
THE MARYLAND LINE. 


Petition for the extension of the Pennsylvania Canal 
from Columbia to the Maryland Line—Read in the 


House of Representatives, January 12, 1835, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITION, 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the 
Valley of the Susquehanna, respectfully represents: 


That the chain of internal improvement now provid- 
ed for by law, when completed, will still leave this 
section of country, admitted to be the richest in mineral 
productions within the Commonwealth, without that 
means of communication with a market, of uniform 
construction, which the nature of its products demands. 
The vast fields of Bituminous and Anthracite Coal on 
the West and North Branches of our river, to enable 
them to be worked to advantage, require a connected 
canal navigation from their respective localities to tide 
water. Without this they cannot be brought into compe- 
tition with the mines of the same material,situated upon 
the waters connecting with the Delaware, and conse- 
quently the immense wealth now emboweled in the 
earth, in those quarters, must continue inactive, 

Large calculations are made in your Treasurer’s an- 
nual report, of the future revenue to be derived from 
the Branch Canals. You are informed that ‘* the North 
Branch canal now reaches the heart of the immense | 
coal region, co-extensive with the whole valley of the | 
Wyoming. In the extent and quality of coal in the | 
facilities of mining and transportation, the valley of the | 
Wyoming is considered to possess advantages superior | 








and adequate, but that of a continuation of the Penn- 
sylvania canal from Columbia to the Maryland line.— 
Until this be accomplished the whole lumber and coal 
of the Susquehanna, destined for the Chesapeake mar- 
kets will pursue the precarious, and very often ruinous 
channel of the river. The consequence will be, that 
comparatively little of the mineral will be sent. The 
coal business to be profitable, must be regular, and 
cannot be successtully conducted while dependant on 
the freshets of the Susquehanna for a highway to 
market. 

To Pennsylvania will the whole, Sea board of the 
United States, and before many years, the West India 
Islands, be tributary for their fuel; and when the im- 
mense importance of the coal trade elsewhere is con- 
sidered, the policy of giving extension to it here, by 
every practicable means, admits of no possible doubt. 
A few facts will illustrate this. Birmingham, Manches- 
ter, Glasguw, Leeds, &c. owe their comparative ad- 
vancement and importance to the great abundance and 
cheapness of fuel at those places. From similar causes, 
similar effects will result, and it will necessarily follow 
that the great manufacturing capital of the United 
States, will centre in those situations, which will afford 
the greatest facilities in procuring the same indispensa- 
ble material. Pennsylvania is, therefore, its natural 
locality; and of this we have evidence in the multipli- 
cation of manufactures at Pittsturg, and Philadelphia, 
and the rapid growth of these cities within a few years 

ast. 
; In the year 1828, the importation of coal into Lon- 
don alone, amounted to 1,541,000 chaldrons of 36 
bushels each; and in the whole of Great Britain, in the 
same year, the consumption is stated to be the enor- 
mous quantity of 15,580,000 tons, exclusive of ex- 
portation. On the Tine and Wier, about 21,000 hands 


to any region of the State,” and that “the West Branch | are employed in digging and delivering it to the ships 
Canal passes along one of the richest agricultural dis. | on the rivers, and about 15,000 seamen are employed 
tricts of the State; when completed to its point of des-| in transporting it to various parts. These facts disclose 
tination, it will afford means of transportation to the | how inconsiderable the business is yet in this country. 
most extensive manufactories of ‘ron in the State; and | The whole amount of coal forwarded to market from 
will open a new source of wealth, in the inexhaustible | the Schuylkill, Lehigh and Lackawanna, the present 
mines of Bituminous coal, bordering on the Susquehan- | season, (26th December, 1834,) is but 579,000 tons, 
na- That a company of rich capitalists of thisand other and this exceeds the amount of last year by about 
States, have already made large investments in this | 200,000. But the facts of the English coal trade also 
region, and have succeeded in manufacturing cokes,the | discloses the immense results that may be anticipated, 
value of which, in the manufacture of iron, is found to | of our own, if duly fostered and elicited. In addition 
be in the proportion of 10 to 264, compared with the to the permanency and cheapness, that will be ulti- 
usual fuel, in favor of the former.”” The same report | mately secured to our manufactures, by its means, 
also informs you that the period is not far distant, when | with, or perhaps without, the protection hereto afford- 
the towns watered by the Chesapeake, and the city of | ed them, by the Tariff, and the vast demand for labour 
Baltimore, will contribute to the consumption of the | in the various employments of the trade; an incalculable 
Susquehanna coal; and we add our hope that the iron | increase will be made to the coasting trade of the 


works, steam boats, and machinery of all descriptions 
propelled by steam, of that region, will also speedily 


be supplied with the coke and bituminous coal of the | of England supplies more seamen to t 


West Branch. ‘* When such an event takes places,” 
{we again quote from the report) ‘ this branch of the 





Pennsylyania canal will form an advantageous compari- | 


son with the productiveness of the Schuylkill naviga- 





country, and a nursery for seamen created that will 
give stability to the Navy of the Union. The coal trade 
he navy, than 
any other branch of the coasting trade of that country. 

But we beg leave to pursue this subject further.— 
The pig iron manufactured in the United States, in the 
year 1831, according to the report made to the New 
York convention by the committee appointed for that 


tion.” The value ofthe latter may be calculated from 


the price of its stock, which now sells for $120, for | purpose, amounted to 191,536 tons, the imports of the 
$100 paid. Yet is this but in its infancy, and its pre- | same year were, 33,000 tons, the amount consumed 


sent compared with its prospective operations, are in- | therefore, in the United States in that year, was more 
significant, as we shall show. 


The value of these branches of the Pennsylvania 


canal, thus anticipated, however, must depend on its | 


extension to tide water, either by the further exertions 
of the Commonwealth for that purpose,or by individual 





than 226,000 tons. The estimate, in Ehgland, where 
iron is manufactured by coke, is four tons of coal to 
the production of one ton of this description of iron.— 
We suppose that there is an existing annual demand 
for 100,000 tons, of the cheaper iron prepared by coke, 


capital. The coal of these waters, can never bear the | for rail roads, other public improvements and the va- 


expense of transportation, when to this shall be added 
the loss, delay, and necessary charges of a transfer of 
loading froni a canal toa rail road. The Union canal 
will never be able to carry off more than the agricultu- 
ral products of the country, if sufficient for that. The 
products of the forest and mines must seek some other 
course to market, and no other is deemed at once safe 


rious uses to which this kind of iron is applied; and 
that if facilities existed in obtaining it, a consumption 
of not less than 400,000 tons of the West Branch bi- 
tuminous coal would very shorly be obtained from the 
manufacture of iron alone. Weare now dependant on 
England for iron for our rail roads, and Pennsylvania, 
with all the materials in superabundasce for its manu- 
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factures, yet obtains her supply from abroad. In Ma- | this single product of our State, and the encouragement 
ryland, the Eastern part of Pennsylvania, Delaware, | given to artists, mechanics and manufacturers in the 
and New Jersey, many extensive iron works are in| construction of rail roads, and the various machinery 
operation which could be supplied with fuel, from the | used in and about the mines; it becomes almost im- 
mines, ata cheaper rate, by an uninterrupted canal | possible to form an estimate of the advantages that must 
navigation, than they are at present. Buta regular | ultimately, and we trust, shortly, result from its en- 
supply would be indispensable to induce the adapta-| largement to the extent which its importance de- 
tion of furnaces to a change of fuel. If this means of | mands. 
Gemporeten were completed, the supply would be; In short, the minerals of Pennsylvania have placed 
regular, and an article, alike indispensable in peace and | in her power the means of subsistence to a more hu- 
war would by the reduction of price be rendered inde- | merous population, more abundant inducements to the 
pendent of foreign competition. establishment of every species of manufacture, and the 
The fuel consumed by steamboats, is estimated at | materials of a more enlarged commerce than exist 
one cord of wood per day, for every twelve tons bur-| within the limits of any territory of equal extent, on 
then. On the western waters of the United States, in | this side of the Atlantic. If she will not avail herself of 
the year 1829, the amount of tonnage of this descrip- | these advantages, and be content to remain less than 
tion of vessels in actual petpharmeest. is stated to be} the first state in the Union, the fault will be her own. 
about 35,000 tons, and which therefore required 2,917| A consideration of the preceding facts and argu- 
cerds of wood every 24 hours. If an equal amount of | ments, convinces your petitioners, that all the channels 
tonnage in steam vessels exist on the seaboard, and the | of communication which it may be practicable for Penn- 
waters in connection therewith,and which we will sup- | sylvania, to open with the seaboard, from the coal fields 
pose to be the case, estimating one ton of coal to be| within her limits, will not be adequate to afforda sup- 
equal to nearly three cords of wood, the consumption | ply for years to come, commensurate with the demand, 
would amount to 1,000 tons per day, if coal were used | and they are not less convinced that an extension of 
in steamboats alone—and this for nine months in the | the Pennsylvania canal, from Columbia to tide water, 
year would amount to 270,000 tons! Very nearly equal! would, in brief time, be the means of doubling the 
to three fourths of the whole produce of the mines! supply to be obtained from all other quarters. Wealth 
carried to market the last year. and prosperity would be returned into the interior of the 
The consumption of coal in no one of our cities is | State, by the same channel in exchange for a material, 
universal. It is rarely used in kitchens even in Phila- | which without this medium of transportation to a mar- 
delphia. But wood is a much more expensive fuel, | ket, must remain unproductive and useless, They, 
and will necessarily be superseded in use by the cheap- | therefore, pray your honorable bodies to extend the 
er. In the city of London, the amount of coal con-! Pennsylvania canal from Columbia to the Maryland line, 
sumed in 1828 calculating 30 bushels tv the ton, was’ or if that measure shall not be deemed expedient at this 
1,849,200 tons. The population of that city was then | time, on the part of the commonwealth, then to incor- 
about 1,208,000, the consumption therefore was more | porate a company to form a canal of the same dimen- 
than a ton and a half toan inhabitant. The population | sions with the Pennsylvania canal, to unite with the 
of Philadelphia is now about 170,000, and at the Lon-| same at Columbia, and to be extended thence to the 
don rate of consumption would require 255,000 tons, | Maryland line, reserving the right in the common- 
more than double the estimated consumption of the | wealth to purchase the same from the stockholders, 
present year. | after thirty years from the time it shall have been com- 
We trust it will not be deemed an exaggerated esti- | pleted, provided that not less than the amount of the 
mate to suppose, that there are a million of population | sums subscribed and paid together with six per cent. 
along the seaboard of the several States, who would | interest thereon, per annum, shall be refunded to the 
at this day find itto their advantage to burn coal in| holders of the stock. 
preference to any other fuel, if it could be had—and | And they will pray, &c. 
that the impossibility of procuring a supply, alone pre- mee 
vents the consumption of a million of tons. 

















We would ask, why it is that the Councils of the | 
City of New York, have petitioned Congress to abolish 
the duty on coal? Certainly not from hostility to Penn- | 
sylvania, but because the enlarged and increasing con- | 
sumption requires a larger supply than we have the | 
means of furnishing to them. We should not be sur- | 
prised, if other cities, not interested in the mineral, 


CHARITY SCHOOLS. 


Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the Phila- 
delphia Society for the establishment and support of 
Charity Schools, with the Annual Report of the 
Treasurer, January 6, 1835. 


To the Philadelphia Society for the Establishment 





and Support of Charity Schools, the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Report of the Board of Managers is respectfully 
| submitted. 


were to pursue a similar course. Let us prevent them 
by extending our means, and furnishing all they re- 
uire. 
¥ Besides the advantages above enumerated, another| At the period of the last annual report, there were 
consequence of the opening the mines on the branches | 510 children in the Schools, Wiz: 260 boys, and 250 
will be, to raise the value of the lands in all the sur-!| girls. During the present year, there have been ad- 
rounding country, by creating a market for agricultural | mitted 201 boys, and 238 girls; and 162 boys, and 225 
products, and causing their settlement and improve- | girls have left the school. The aggregate number of 
ment. {Immense bodies of land in the coal regions, on | scholars at this time is 483, of which 230 are boys, and 
either branch, fit for culture, lie waste, in the settle- | 253 girls. Ofthe present condition of the Schools of 
ment of which the community is deeply interested. | the Society, the follawing statement furnishes a brief 
Mauch Chunk and Pottsville consume a large portion | view, viz: In the school for the higher branches, taught 
of the surplus produce of the borders of the Susque-| by Z. D. Brazier, there are 45 boys instructed in En- 
hanna; and ifa canal extended to tide water, should | glish Grammar, Geography, with the use of maps and 
ive rise to similar establishments on the branches, in | globes, History of the United States, and the higher 
situations equally inviting them, the demand for the | branches of Arithmetic, including the mathematics.— 
produce of the farmer would be doubled, and the | In the primary school, in charge of Joseph W. Roberts, 
northern and western portions of the State rapidly teem | there are 185 boys, all of whom read, 70 write on pa- 
with population. per, 116 cypher; the more advanced scholars being . 
And when we consider the number of merchants, | transferred to the high school, as vacancies occur in 
factors, clerks and agents of various kinds, that would | that department. 


be required in the transactions of an extensive trade in! In the literary department of the girls school, under 
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care of Margaret Bonsall, there are 253 pupils; of | bers, much good remains to be done in the faithful 
which number 224 read, 100 write on paper, 129 cy- | employment of the funds committed to their trust. 


pher, and 28 are learning geography. ‘The sewing | 
department, in charge of Hannah Smith, is composed 
of about one-third of the whole number of girls, taken 
in rotation from the literary apartment, who are in- | 
structed in the various branches of needle work; and, 
as an evidence of the attention given to this important 
branch of female education, it may be stated, that du- 
ring the past year, upwards of 1,100 garments, and | 
other pieces of work, were ‘commenced and _ finish- 
ed,”’ besides which, numerous articles of clothing, &c. 
partly made by the children at their homes, were com- 
pleted at the school. 

The Managers have pleasure in reporting that the 
general condition of the Schools exhibits a degree of 
order, and an advancement, alike creditable to the 
teachers and to the children under their charge. No | 
branch of the Institution is more worthy of remark, 
than the schools for girls. A visit to these schools, | 
and to the boys’ departments, cannot fail to be pecu- 
liarly gratifying to any member of the Society. 

The Library belong ng to the Schools has been un- 
der the charge of a standing committee of the Board. 
In a report just received from that committee, it is 
stated,that ‘‘ by the liberal contributions of the Mana- 
gers and others, they have been enabled, during the 
past year, to add to the library 221 volumes,” which, 
with the previous collection, makes the whole number 
about 950 volumes, carefully selected, and well adapt- 
ed to the instruction and amusement of the youthful | 
readers. As to the usefulness of this library, the | 
experience of twenty years leaves no questio The 
committee remark, (on the assurance of teachers) ‘* that 
the anxiety of the chil.lren to obtain books to read has 
increased, and their deprivation of them seems to be 
considered as one of the most severe punishments.” | 

Under authority of the Society, the Managers have | 
purchased a lot in Kensington, adjacent to the ground | 
which they previously owned, for the sum of $314 50 | 
The Kensirgton property, although hitherto unproduc- | 

} 








tive, will, it is hoped, in the progress of improvement 
in that district, ultimately yield a handsome income. 

It is already known to many of the members, that | 
Paul Beck, junior, one of the most benevolent and pub. | 
lic spirited citizens. of Philadelphia, has presented to 
the Society a large brick School House, with the lot | 
on which it is erected, situated on Catharine,near Sixth | 
street, in Moyamensing, for the purposes of gratuitous 
education. F 

A deed for the propéfty has been executed and put 
on record, and the policy of insurance on the building | 
has by the donor, been transferred to the Society.— 
The funds of the Institution being insufficient at pre- 
sent to maintain any other schools than those they now 
have in operation, the Managers are taking such mea- 
sures as will, they trust, render the property produc- 
tive, until such addition to their funds is obtained, as 
will enable them to support a school therein. 

The Managers deem it due to the memory of an old 
and worthy associate,to record in their report the name 
of the late John G. Simmons, who died in the last sum- 
mer, having been a diligent and useful member of the 
Board for twenty three years. 

The Philadelphia Society for the Establishment and 
Support of Charity Schools, was the first Institution 
incorporated by law, for the sole object of educating, 
gratis, children of the poor, in the City and Liberties, 
** without regard to the country or religion of their 
parents or friends.”” Under the kind providence of 
Him ‘‘ whose heritage children are,’’ its affairs have 
thus far prospered, and more than 10,000 pupils have 
partaken of the benefit of its Schools. 

Extensive public provision being now made for the 
free instruction of indigent youth, this Society has of 
course, lost its novelty. ‘The field of labour is, however, 
still sv ample, that by the care and attention of its mem- | 
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By order and on behalf of the Board of Managers. 
RICHARD OAKFORD, Chairman. 
Joun B. Extison, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1834. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 


To the Philadelphia Society for the Establishment and 
Support of Charity Schools, 
The Treasurer respectfully annexes his annual state- 
ment for the past year. 
Received from members, less commissions 


, 


for collecting, $161 40 
Interest received this year, 1,329 S36 
Rents, less Repairs, 520 58 
Ground Rent, John Evans’s Legacy, 36 00 

| Library Share, less yearly tax, 1 00 
Bonds paid in, 1,653 00 
Union Canal Share, 174 56 
Five copies Life of Christopher Ludwick, 1 25 
Balance in Treasurer’s hands at last report, 264 23 








$4,141 30 
Paid Teachers and Expenses, 2,049 27 
Paid for Kensington Property, 314 50 
Paid for Mortgage, 1,500 00 


5,863 77 


$277 53 





Balance due the Society, 

The Treasurer in presenting his annual statement 
to the Society, informs them that the Interest and 
Rents are all collected (except twenty dollars of back 
rent.) ‘The Kensington property yct remains without 
his having any knowledge of any thing having been 
received from it the past year. 

GEO. PETERSON, Treasurer. 
Philadelphia, 1 mo. 6th, 1835. 
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COAL TRADE. 


All facts and statements connected with our coal 
trade, are now matters of great interest to the public: 
and the growth and progress of this important branch 
of public industry, has always commanded the attention 
of the editor. To this trade in its various branches, 
our city and state must hereafter look for the full dis- 
play of her great and inexhaustible resources. We re- 
fer our readers to the following authentic statements 
rendered to our Legislature by two of the Coal Com- 
panies, handed to us for publication, by a subscriber, 
with a promise that he will add in our next, that of 
the Lycoming Coal Company—all reported in com- 
pliance with théir acts of Incorporation. 


In compliance with the Acts Incorporating the Dela- 
ware Coal Company, the following statements are 
presented to the Legislature, ‘* showing the amount 
of their Capital actually paid into the funds of the 
Company, the sums expended, and the profits within 
the year, and the amount .of Dividends declared 
within each year.” 


Statement of the Business of the Delaware Ccal Compa- 
ny, from November 30, 1833, to November 29, 1834. 
Dr. 

To Coal on hand in Philadel- 
phia, and on its way 
down the Canal, Nov. 
30, 1833,toll & freight 
charged, estim’d quan- 
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tity, 3,237 tons, valued 
$3 50 per ton, $11,329 50 
To 36 Canal boats, at valua- 

tion Nov. 30, 1833, 9,728 16 
Personal property per in- 

ventory and valuation, 

November 30, 1833, in 

Schuylkill county and 

Philadelphia, viz. rail 

road and mine wagons, 

horses, mules, iron,lum- 

ber, mining tools,&c. 12,338 75 
Mining and hauling Coal 

to Mount Carbon, 25,- 

221 tons, 10 cwt. 20,866 61 
Rail road tolls on ditto,to 

Mount Carbon, 3,301 20 
Canal tolls and freight on 

ditto, from thence to 

Philadelphia, 50,248 14 
Wharfand contingent ex- 

penses, taxes, salaries, 

personal property pur- 

chased, and improve- 

ments made in Schuyl- 

kill county, deducting 

rentsreceived,balance, 3,963 14 





$35,396 41 


—— 78,379 09 
Wharf and office rent,salaries, labour, 

hauling coal, contingent expenses, 

and personal property purchased 

in Philadelphia, &c. &c, 10,259 73 
Balance of interest account and dis- 

counts, 5,708 71 
Balance carried to credit of profit and 

loss, 28,093 94 








$155,837 88 
Cr, 
By Retail and cargo sales and shipment 
of 25,999 tons 2 cwt.2 qrs. of coal, $126,292 32 
By coal on hand in Phila- 
delphia, and on its way 
down the canal Noy. 
29, 1834, (toll and 
freight charged) esti- 
mated quantities, 2,415 
tons valued at $3 50 
per ton, $8,445 50 
35 Canal boats per in- 
ventory and valuation, 9,178 45 
Personal property per in- 
ventory and valuation, 
November 29, 1834, in 
Schuylkill county and 
Philadelphia, viz. rail 
road and mine wagons, 
horsés,mules, iron, lum- 
ber, mining tools, &c, 11,921 61 
m——— 29,545 56 
































$155,837 88 














General Statement of the Affairs of the Delaware Coal 
Company, November 29, 1834. 
D 











R. 
To Capital Stock actually paid in— 

1,001 shares at $50 $50,050 00 

3,999 do $25 99,975 00 
—— $150,025 00 














§,000 
Loan, certificates and balances in fa- 

your of sundry persons, 95,392 88 
Profit and Loss, balance 
per statement Novem- 
ber 30, 1833, $28,315 36 
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Add credits to profits 
and loss, from Novem- 
ber 50, 1833, to Nov. 
29, 1834, 911 31 
29,226 67 
deduct paid dividend de- 
clared January 1834, 
six per cent, on 
$149,750, 8,985 
do. do. July do. 8,985 
** state tax 8 per ct. 
on $17,970, (di- 
vidends) 1,437 60 
—19,407 60 
. 9,819 07 
Profit and loss, balance 
per statement of the 
business of the compa- 
ny from November 30, 
1833, to November 29, 
1834, 28,093 94 
37,913 O1 
Deduct placed to cre- 
dit of ‘* Reserve 
Fund,” 13,608 60 

















24,504 41 
** Reserve Fund” for coal mined, 
64,043 tons, at 20 cents, 13,608 60 


$283,330 89 


—_ 








Cr. 
By Real Estate per account of Novem- 
ber 30, 1833, $180,533 27 
Cash balances at Philadel- 
phiaand Mount Carbon, 5,451 92 
Coal on hand in Philadel- 
phia and on. its way 
down the canal, Nov. 
29, 1834, (toll and 
freight charged,) esti- 
mated quantity, 2,413 
tons, at $3 50 perton, 8,445 50 
35 Canal boats per inven- 
tory and valuation, 9,178 45 
Personal property Schuyl- 
kill county and Phila- 
delphia, viz. rail road, 
mine wagons, horses, 
mules, iron, lumber, 
mining tools, &c. &c. 
as per. inventory and 
valuation, November 
29, 1834, 11,921 61 








34,997 48 
Balance of sales and shipments and 
accounts infavourofthe Company, 67,800 14 


—— 





$283,330 89 


ne 


Profits and Loss,balance Noy,29, 1834, $24,304 41 





ee 


City of Pattaperruia, S.S. -Personally appeared 
before the subscriber, one of the Aldermen of the said 
city, John White, President of the Delaware Coal Com- 
pany, who being duly sworn, doth depose and say that 
the above statement of the Business of the Delaware 
Coal Company, from the 30 November, 1833, to Nov. 
29, 1834, andthe General Statement of the Affairs of 
the Delaware Coal Company, November 29, 1834, ex- 
hibit a just and true statement of the affairs of the said 
Company, as they stood on its books on the 29th No- 
vember, 1834. JOHN WHITE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of 
January, A. D. 1835. J. BURDEN, Alderman. 
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The North American Coal Company, respect fully beg leave to present to the Legislature the following statements in 
compliance with the requisition of the act of Assembly of this Commonwealth, entitled ** An Act to incorporate the 
Conneautiee Library Company in the county of Erie, and for other purposes, and the Act entitled an Act to incor- 


porate the Lycoming Cual Company. | 





No. 1, The Capitol Stock, 10,000 shares at $25 per share, $250,000 
Except, 282 shares equal to 7,050 
Giving, 9,718 shares issued equal to $242,950 all of which have been paid 


in, or the Stock at par value in payment for the coal Lands, now held, and worked by the Company. 


No. 2. The Expenditure at Pottsville during the year ending 
the 31st December, 1834, in the mining apparatus 


have been $41,521 64 viz: 


Paid miners, $22,344 62 














Canal toll, 18,877 25 
$41,221 87 
Taxes on their Coal Lands, 299 77 
somes $41,521 64 
No, 3. The Company have mined and brought down 19,861 
tons, which cost on board the Boats at the 
mines, $41,221 87 7 
The Company’s Expenditure at Philadelphia, for the 
year ending the Slst December, 1834, have been, 
viz: Freight paid on their own hired boats, 19,098 55 
Wharf charges, 5,545 32 
Interest on Loans on notes received for coal, and dis- 
counted, 5,488 05 
Rent of the wharf and office, 2,000 00 
Salaries to the officers, 2,604 00 
$75,957 79 








The sales and the shipments during the year ending 


31st December, 1854, have been 
There remains on the wharf of the Company, 


From the sales deduct cost above, 


Leaves a profit to the Company of 


19,714 tons, for $95,895 11 
147 tons, at cost, 441 00 
—_ -——— $96,336 11 





19,861 





75,957 79 


$20,378 32 








The losses sustained this year have been $1,571 71. 
The Company at this date, 31st December, 1834, have not declared a dividend. 
N.B. A dividend of 4 per cent. or $1 per share on the business of the Company for the last year, was 


declared on 13th January, inst. 


Critr or Purrapeteura, S. S. 


T. M. B. 


This 27th day of January,1835, before me the subscriber,one of the Aldermen of the said city, personally 
appeared T. M. Bryan, President of the North American Coal Company, who upon his oath de- 
clared that the foregoing statements, No. 1, 2, and 3, are atrue abstract from the books of the said 


Company. 


T. M. BRYAN, Prest N. A. Coal Company. 


Sworn to before me this 27th of January 1835. 


From the Pittsburg Gazette. 
SERGEANT TROTTER. 
Mr. Craig:— 

In my travels to the city, a few days ago, my atten- 
tion was arrested by a group of persons assembled near 
the excavation, in the Northern Liberties. Upon in- 
quiring into the cause of the crowd, I discovered the 
subject to be that of three coffins, which presented their 
ends, and appeared perfectly sound. It became a mat- 
ter of some curiosity and idle speculations to all; and 
many were the conjectures formed as to whom these 
relics appertained; until a learned drayman, (probably 
some antiquarian,) relieved the suspense of the multi- 
tude, by declaring it the coffin of Sergeant Trotter. — 
Asthere were three graves, and at some distance from 
any cemetery, the mystery was not entirely unveiled. 

ill you have the kindness to inform us who this Ser- 
geant Trotter was? What caused his execution? and 
whether this spot of ground was formerly a place of ex- 


S. BADGER, Alderman. 


ecution (30 yards S. E. of Brunot’s factory.) Know- 
ing you to be an old residenter of the place, you can, 
if you please, throw some light upon this subject, and 
oblige A STRANGER. 


Lawrenceville, Sep. 6. 


The above note was received on the day after its 
date, but we were not then able to reply toit. We 
are, it is true, as the note states, a pretty ‘‘old resident- 
er of the place,” but our recollection does not go dis- 
tinetly back to the execution of poor Trotter.—We did 
recollect that he was cxecuted, while General Wayne 
lay here, for desertion; we recollect, also, that great 
exertions were made to save him; it was alleged that 
he had been entrapped into the service. The army was 
about entering on very arduous service, and the 
General deemed it necessary to steel his heart against 
all intercession, and to permit the execution to take 
place. 





























































































ae ae 
v 












































































































































































































































108 


TAG Wp en a Se 


Se aos 


SS —e————————eeIEeaaeSaSaeaee=eees=—e————ee 

A few days ago, a friend, some years older than we 
are, happened to see this note, and at once recollected 
thet he had witnessed the execution of three soldiers, 
at the very spot where the coffins were found,—Our 
friend does not recollect either the names or the of- 
fence of the sufferers. He also states that Sergeant 
Trotter was executed nearly in front of Lightcap’s 
tavern, in Liberty street, 

Wayne’s army was at that time encamped on the 
beautiful plain on the southeast side of Liberty street, 
and extending from where the Episcopal Church now 
stands, up towards the canal. 





ast 
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TOWN MEETING. 


Ata town meeting convened on the afternoon of the 
9th of February, 1835, at the District Court Room, pur- 
suant to the following notice, 


**The citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia 
are requested to meet at the District Court Room, this 
day, the 9th inst. at 4 o’clock, to recommend to the 
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President of the meeting cause a copy of the proceed- 
ings to be furnished to the Select and Common Coun- 
cils of the City, and to the County Commissioners. 

On motion of B. Chew, Jr. the proceedings were Cr- 
dered to be published in all the newspapers. 


ROBERT PATTERSON, President. 


Joun THompson, >} 


MaTrHew NEWKIRK, | . ‘ 

ie ’+ Vice Presidents. 
Evisan DAatuer'r, 
JosepH WorReLL, 


James C. Biddle, ; 
Jacob Souder, Secretaries. 


Similar meetings have been held in Germantown and 
Lancaster, 


DRY GOODS DEALERS. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives—in Con- 
gress assembled :— 


The undersigned, in conformity with instructions 


County Commissioners and City Councils the adoption | from the Importers, Auctioneers, Commission Mer- 


of such measures as may justify the Legislature in the 
choice of Philadelphia, as the future seat of the Goy- 


ernment of the State:” vened for the consideration of the subject set forth in 


chants and Traders engaged in the Dry Goods business 
in Philadelphia, after repeated meetings, regularly con- 


GEN. ROBERT PATTERSON, was appointed | this Memorial, respectfully solicit the early attention of 


Chairman, and John Thompson, Matthew Newkirk, 


| your honorable bodies to the enactment of suitable re- 


Joseph Worrell and Elijah Dallet, Vice Presidents, and | gulations to establish a Standard of Weights and Mea- 


Jacob Souder and James C. Biddle, Secretaries. 

Mr. George M. Dallas opened the meeting, and sub- 
mitted the following resolutions, which were adopted by 
acclamation. 

Whereas, the expediency of transferring the seat of 
Government has become a subject of reflection and dis- 
cussion in the Legislature of this State, and it is not im- 
probable that the Representatives of the People may 
ultimately determine in favor of a change ;—and where- 


| sures throughout the Union, and uniform modes of ap- 
plying and conforming to the same. 
, Your Memorialists are induced to come before you 
| under a conviction, from experience, that speedy legis- 
| lation is necessary on this subject, as well for the due 
fulfilment of the existing laws, as for the advancement 
of the moral welfare and widely extending commercial 
interests of our citizens in all parts of the Country. 
The various regulations and customs existing in the 











as, without entertaining towards our fellow citizens of | several States of the Union, uncontrolled by any settled 
Harrisburg any but the most cordial sentiments of res- | and uniform National Standard, whereby irregularity 
pect, and the warmest wishes for their social prosperity, | in weights and measures might be checked, are neces- 
we may convey to the Gencral Assembly, the public | sarily productive of much inconvenience to the whole 


officers and agents, the hospitable invitation of the in- 
habitants of Philadelphia;—and whereas, in relation to 
atopic so recently submitted for consideration, the 
sense of this meeting may be accepted by the councils 
of our city and the Commissioners of our county, as 


justly and impressively indicating the general, if not | 


universal desire and judgment :— 

Resolved, That in case it shall be deemed by the 
Representatives of the people uf this commonwealth; 
wise and expedient to remove the Seat of this Govern- 
ment from the present capitol, the citizens of Philadel- 


phia, now convened in town meeting, tender to all the | 
departments of that Government, Executive, Legisla- | 


tive and Judicial, whom that removal would embrace, 
a frank invitation to this place—-w:th an assurance that, 
in returning to the Home of the Founder, and the Hall 
of Independence, they will be greeted by the popula- 
tion of the entire district, with sincere and affectionate 
welcome. 

Resolved, That this meeting earnestly and respect- 
fully invoke the Councils of the City and the Commis- 
sioners of the county to mature and adopt such mea- 
sures as may strongly manifest the ardent hopes, and the 
liberal dispositions of their constituents on this interest- 
ing subject. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting the 


trading community, owing to the different and fluctuat- 
ing modes of measurement and weight in different 
places and at different times. What is measure in one 
_ place, and on one side of a river, may not be such, and 
| Often is not, in another, on the opposite side, Not 





| only the standards of weight and measure are thus at 
| Variance, but the modes of administering and conform- 
ing to them vary still more, and until the National Le- 
| gislature shall adopt and enforce the necessary laws to 
equalize and define a standard which may be uniform 
and permanent in its operation, your Memorialists see 
no end to the existing evils, but deprecate the conse- 
quences as promotive of those corrupt tendencies which 
are at variance with the principles of justice and lead 
insensibly to fraud. 

Laws recently enacted by Congress establishing the 
standard value of the currency, appear to your Memo- 
rialists to be wholly incomplete in their operation, un- 
less similar regu'ations be established for defining and 
enforcing the modes of measuring those articles in trade, 
of the value of which the currrency is only the repre- 
| sentative. In the present unsettled state, buyer and 
| seller have frequently to negotiate, first, what shall be 
| weight and measure; goods transported from one State 
| to another have constantly to be re-weighed, reguaged 
or measured anew, and discrepancies and misconstruc- 





citizens of the city of Philadelphia’would approve with | tions varying from what was intended, are perpetually 
cordiality and pride, an appropriation of any one of their | occurring to engender coll'sions highly detrimental to 
public squares to the accommodation of the Govern- | the interest of trade and dishonourable to our national 
ment, the erection of buildings thereon, in all respects | character. 

adapted to the sessions of the General Assembly, and | With these practical views of the subject, which your 
the Departments of Official business,and the assumption | Memorialists are constrained to present to your notice, 
by this city and county, in relief of the treasury of the | and without attempting further to particularize the evils 
State, of all the expense necessarily incident to trans- | under which our citizens have long labored trom the 
ferring and establishing the Seat of Government here, | want of an established standard for regulating these 
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paramount concerns of commercial intercourse, the un- 
dersigned, on behalf of their constituents, earnestly and 
respectfully request of your honourable bodies, such 
immediate legislation thereon, as in your wisdom may 
appear expedient. 
JOHN A. BROWN, Chairman. 
Davin S. Brown, Secretary. 


Of the meeting of the Importers, Auctioneers, and 
Commission Merchants of Philadelphia. 


MATTHEW NEWKIRK, Chairman. 


Ricnarp D. Woon, 


A. R. Perxins, ¢ Secretaries, 


Of the meetings of the Merchants, Traders, and Dry 
Good Dealers of Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, Jan. 24, 1835, 


From an account kept by Henry F. R. V. Mollwitz, 
keeper of the North Mountain Gate, leading from 
Loudon to M’Connellsburg, on the Chambersburg and 
Bedford Turnpike, it appears that from the Ist day of 
January, 1834, to the Slst day of December, 1834, 
there passed through said gate — 

Broad wheeled wagons, 6359—37,664 horses. 


Narrow do. do, 374— 1,483 do. 
Single horse, do. 1243— 1,245 do, 
Two horse, do, 779— 1,557 do. 
Carriages, 107— + 214 dao. 
Gigs, 158S— 153 do. 
Sleighs, 12— 14 do. 
Riding horses, 2,817 
Heads of cattle, 6,475 
Heads of sheep, 2,850 
Heads of Hogs, 40 


Total number of Broad and narrow wheeled 
transportation wagons, 


6,733 
Total number of horses, 


45,148 
Franklin Repos. 


—_ 


BROWNSVILLE CONVENTION, 


The Committee upon the Mineral, Agricultural, and 
Manufactured products of the Monongahela region, 
reported as fullows: 


The committee appointed to prepare and submit to 
this Convention a statement of the manufactures and 
other business of the section of country interested in 
the contemplated improvement of the navigation of the 
Monongahela river, present, as the result of their labors, 
the annexed statement: 

The very limited time allowed your committee for 
the discharge of this duty, has not enabled them to do 
full justice to the subject. They have avoided making 
any statements which are not confirmed either by the 
knowledge of Delegates present, or supported by 
authentic data; it is their belief, therefore, that any im- 
perfections in this report exist in undervaluing rather 
than overrating the manufacturing and other interests of 
the Monongahela region. 

On reference to the Statement annexed, it will be 
seen that the manufactures of flour and other grain, 
iron and nails, paper, glass, salt, wool, cotton and 
lumber—the growing of wool, the building of steam 
engines, steam, keel, canal, and flat boats, amount an- 
nually to the sum of two millions two hundred and 
forty-nine thousand four hundred dollars. 

This statement may appear exaggerated, even to 
this convention, although composed of individuals resid- 
ing at various points of the district which we are consid- 
ering. We can readily imagine that very few are pre- 

‘ pared to expect this result of our inquiries—we invite, 
however, a close scrutiny of the report, convinced that 
a more deliberate and extended inquiry into the subject 
will only make more apparent the vast importance of the 
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proposed improvement, not only to the Monongahela 
region, bnt to the west and south-west at large. 

When it is considered that a business so extensive 
has been created and continues to exist, entirely de- 
pendent upon a precarious river navigation for indis- 
pensable supplies, and a market for its products, it is 
obvious that the natural advantages of the country are 
incalculably great. Nature has indeed munificently 
endowed the Monongahela region. Our inquiries ex- 
tend from Clarksburg, Harrison county, Virginia, over 
those portions of the various counties on the river to the 
environs of Pittsburg, which, on the completion of the 
proposed improvement, would employ tonnage on the 
river—and throughout this district the climate is salu- 
brious, the soil, for the most part, fertile, and in every 
direction are to be found inexhaustible mines of bitu- 
minous coal, few of which have yet been opened or 
wrought to any considerable extent, and, in many 
cases this coal is found closely adjacent to beds of iron 
ore. We cannot affix a limit beyond which the im- 
portance of the manufacturing and agricultural interests 
of this region may not extend its growth, after the con- 
templated improvement of the river shall have secured 
to these interests tle facilities of transportation which 
alone are required to develope fully and bring into 
active employment the boundless resources of the 
country. 

On the other hand, it is very plain that the business 
of manufacturing has already begun to languish in this 
section; and, if not yet diminished, it is clear that this 
interest cannot continue to flourish under present cir- 
cumstances. 

The manufacturer may deposit his blooms, or pig 
iron, or flour, or glass, upon the shore; the contractor 
may finish the building of his boat—up to that point, 
competing successfully with those located on more na- 
vigable waters; and yet the fruits of his toil may be, 
month after month, awaiting the uncertain rise of 
water, until contracts are violated, and be is thrown 
unseasonably, upon the chances of a market already 
chiefly supplied. 

The report of Dr. Howard, communicated to Con- 
gress in April last, proves that the improvement in the 
navigation of this river, from Pittsburg to Brownsville, 
may be effected at a cost considerably short of a quarter 
of a million of dollars. A similar sum, it is believed, 
would continue the work as high as Harrison Co., Va. 
The whole sum required, then, to complete this im- 
portant improvement would be less than a half million 
of dollars. 

Your committee indulge the hope, that the great be- 
nefits which this moderate expenditure of public money 
promises to dispense far and wide, will insure its appro- 
priation. 


Statement. 

Merchant flour mills, 270 flour, $405,000 
do. do. steam, 30 do. 267,80C 
Steam saw mills, 32 lumber, 57,600 
Water _ do. 272 do, 81,000 
Paper mill, 8 paper, 190,000 
Salt works, 7 salt, 30,000 
Woolen factories. 4 95,000 
Cotton do. 2 40,000 
Rolling mills, 2 37,000 
Green glass works, 12 175,000 
Vial do. do, 2 40,000 
Blast furnaces, 12 500 tons each. 100,000 
Forges, 7 78,750 
Air furnaces, 4 64,000 
Nails, 1 8,250 
Engines, 2 50,000 
Tonnage 20 st. boats, 3,000 tons, a $70 200,000 
Do. keels, flats, and canal boats, 40,000 
Coal, 60,000 
Wool, grown, 200,000 


$2,249,400 
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For the years 1833 and 1834, the Offences, Sexes, Ec. 














© =e] O,-© and the adjacent townships, we are inclined to think 
peleelaeiss ‘them more of the Crocket species—for they ‘‘6o 
ae aR iS 318s | auzap!”? Onthe 7th January, we published an account 
= be o= a qo Number | Number | of six cattle, raised by Enoch Dixon, of Kennett, the 
o lemme aecice| of of heaviest of which weighed 2562 pounds. What say our 
7 ZF = = ~~ wigs < Males, |Females.| = Brandywine farmers to these things? 
= a. - =| 4 2 =| Live weight of a part of the Cattle weighed on the 
m |ocize| S| 3g! = | platform hay-scales at Kennett Square, Chester 
o laszi-c] “| =| 5 | county, from the 25th of December to the Ist of Feb. 
a jei)33) S| Fi —-——\——| =| 1835. 
43 178125) c) 8 = | James Walter, Kennett, One ox, 1918 
miijeecics; Zz & o do. 1911 
S irelse| s| | 6.) William Sinclair, Kennett, do. 2212 
m |25/22) el > | wn fe. 3100 
eee es le © Francis Seal, New Garden, do. 2100 
ro o = co] Ss} BP Ss}. & S| S do, 1803 
75) 5, &| &| = 6) £| &) * | Robert Pool, Mill Creek Hundred, 
1 go! Si a] a £ ih si ss Delaware, do. 1841 
3| 8] a} Bs do. 1806 
s| 2! | & | John Dixon, Kennett, do. 1785 
Si wi 2) * | Michael Gregg, Kennett, do. 1792 
o| £| S| §&] | do. 1638 
-—s. : a) | _John Philips, Kennett, do. 1870 
tat tet TT laine = fe 
a ede , James McFadgeon, Kennett, Oo. 
wet | fel fe) $61 Seige SB) SB core aan = oe 
: | o . 
March,| 49] 66) 67; 62| 120] 60| 21) 48 244 | Retage Hee, Sam ae cae 
April, | 54| 118; 78 113] 186, 72{ 48, 57| 363 | peter Plankinton, Kennett, do. 1722 
May, | 42| 121] 90| 121] 201) 58) 49| 66) 374) do. 1704 
June, 63} 118) 99) 134) 201) 75) 66) 72 414 | tsanc Walton, New Garden, do, 2065 
July, | 64] 154] 87/ 125] 224) 63] 56) 87] 430) . do. 1741 
Aug. 54| 138) 106) 170) 233) 70) 66, 99) 468) Moses Pennock, East Marlborough, do. 2016 
= a oe 67| 126) 211) ~ 45, 73} 390: do. 1877 
ct, 118} 47} 60) 172) 72| 33]. 35] 312 
Nov. | 74| 97| 82| 94| 1991 61] 39] 53] saz | DAM Brown. New Garden, i 
Dec. 62) 95) 63) 76 154) 64| 37) 41) 296 | Joel Pennock, West Marlborough, do. 2324 
epreticihcieddihasidlaeteinn Adninith aches ta rmetlaestitieemnes | 
Total, | 758|1257! 880/124612167) 757| 510\ 707!4141 | ra aaa 
1834, do. 2055. 
Jan. 91) 99) 60) 48) 156 60) 30, 52] 298 | do, 1820 
Feb. | 64] 111] 76| 59] 142| 64| 51| 53) 310! do. 1768 
March,| 58] 66] 42) 98] 141) 48| 35) 40| 264. Jesse Pusey. East Marlborough, do. 2086 
April, | 60) 97| 77! 116] 155] 8s| 40] 67] 350] do. 2002 
May, | 72! 129) 125] 132) 225) 96] 46] 91] 458 do. 1355 
June, | 76} 104) 79} 150) 186] 81) 50} 92] 409) do, 1778 
July, 88] 189; 114! 204| 974] 126] 71| 124! 595 | Cyrus Chambers, Kennett, do. é 3531 
Aug | 67) 252) 111) 179! 318' 104] 81| 1.6] 609 | -~ 
Sep. 91} 99 | 168] 231! 90] 50} 60) 431 Marshall Scarlet, Kennett, do, 1761 
Oct. | 69! 81] 51\ 146] 175] 62] 56] 54( 347) __ do. _1700 
Nov. | 105| 77] 49) 148] 176! 79] 52] 72|379| We were boasting a little of the foregoing weights, 
Dec. 97; 67) 57] 109] 156} 89) 46) 39] 330 | asone of our Brandywine neighbors stepped in, who, 
sl —}—__ | —_ |-__ | —_|}_ |__| after looking over the statement, handed us the follow- 
rotal, | 938]1371! 9141155712335! 987] 608] 850!4780 | ing account of two cattle weighed on the West Chester 
| scales, on Saturday last, and raised by Anthony Taylor, 
Tot. in of East Bradford, 
1826| 719, 652} 948]1145 1646) 561| 68] 569]3464 Ist Ox, 2430 
1827| 827, 881| 868/1369 1995| 687| 704] 559/3945 | 2d do. 2045 
— a a 780) 1527 2037) 690) 760) 586 es | Se 
yi 73G\ 946 1490; 510) 516) 501)3017 
1830| 791|1102| 60§|1431 1872| 758] 618| 684|3932| ee ; 
1831] 8161187] 752/1751 2218) 850| 686) 752]4506 | As an instance of the increased value given to prop- 
1832! 697/1135| 954]1719 2287| 820 669| 73914515 | CTY, this borough by the completion of the public 
1833! 753:1257! 88011246 2167! 757, 510| 707\4141 | “O'Ks, we mention: that that part of **Old Columbia, 
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A STATEMENT, | 
Exhibiting the number of Commitments received at the | 
Jail of the City and County of Philadelphia, 
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COMMITMENTS TO PRISON. 
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| From the Village Record. 


WEIGHT OF CATTLE. 


| We have been furnished with the following list of 
| the weights of Cattle, by a gentleman who takes an 
interest in agricultural improvements, 
_ published in the last Reconp, were acknowledged by 
all who examined them, to be very fine; but judging 


een ne 


The Cattle 


from the weights of the following, from old Kennett 


known by the name of ‘*Public Ground,”’ has recently 
been leased for five years, for $2035 per annum—or 


Philadelphia Society for alleviating the miseries of | $10,175 for the whole term. Last year the same pro- 
| perty rented for about $700.—Co. Spy. 


Public Prison 


Ss. 


JAMES J. BARCLAY. 








1835.] 











From Poulsons American Daily Advertiser, of 29th Dec. last. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


I observe in your paper of 26th December, instant, 
that ** Mifflin” is very properly calling the attention of 
the members of our legislature, to the vast importance 
of rail roads; for vast it is, when the public have spent 
more than $22,000,000 in canals and rail roads, and 
companies and individuals perhaps as much more, in 
our single state. 

He gives the very extraordinary fact, of one locomo- 
tive called ‘* The Arabian” running between Baltimore 
and the Inclined Plane, for fifty days, a distance of 82 
miles, daily, with the Frederick train of passenger 
cars, making 4000 miles without repair, and that the 
expense of the locomotive was $13 25 per day, a very 
extraordinary performance indeed, and fully justifies 
the favorable opinion the Baltimore public have long 
entertained, of the ability and performances of the offi- 
cers of the rail road Company that they will doall that 
_ can be done, to make their rail road to the west beat 
our Pennsylvania Canals. 

Suppose that in the place of the passengers mention- 
ed, which would have weighed about 12 to 15 tons ata 
load, we assume that the locomotive drew a full bur- 
then say of 40 tons, this multiplied into the distance 80 
miles, is 41-100 cent a ton a mile, or ifthe load be only 
one way the cost would be 82-100 cent aton a mile, as 
the cost of the current expenses of the locomotive 
only. ; 

Times recently obtained the following facts of the 
performance on a Pennsylvania canal. One of the 
contractors, for boating coal on the Lehigh canal, 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


—— 


i1t 


$40 00—-53 00=75-100 cents a ton a mile, and re- 
turn empty, including the whole cost of the old mare, 
and boat,—wher@as the cost of the locomotive only, is 


82-100 cents a ton a mile, by having also no back 
load. 


From the foregoing I presume our Baltimore neigh- 
bors will have to manufacture another ‘* Arabian” for 
their rail road before they beat the ‘* Old Mare” on our 
Canals. 














A PENNSYLVANIAN. 


P.S. The old mare cost 25 dollars and four of them 
will do the work of one locomotive ** The Arabian” 
cost 5000 to 6000 dollars, 


From the Mauch Chunk Courier. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


T perceive by the Governor’s Message that we have 
all the State Improvements, that have been under con- 
tract, either entirely finished, or sufficiently so, as to 
use them throughout their whole extent, 

That the state has now 601 miles of canal, and 110 
miles of rail road, making a grand total of 720 
miles, and that the cost thereof has been 22,114,915 
dollars. 

I also learn that the principal part of this sum has 
been expended to connect our great commercial me- 
tropolis with Pittsburg, so as to secure to the 
— the great thoroughfare for the trade of the Far 

est. 


Pittsburg appears to be from Philadelphia 4354 miles, 


did | Via the Schuylkill and Union canals, or 3954 miles by 


the following work with one boat and one old mare.— | 
The boat cost about $250 and the old mare cost | 
$25 00. 

14 trips from Mauch 
212 miles,414, = 


the Columbia rail road; and from the amount of busi- 
ness done this season on this line, and the disposition 
apparent to get intothis transportation business, I hope 
Chunk to Bristol or back is | #24 trust the public will realize their best expectations 
2,968 from these splendid improvements, both commercially 

i wip hem ts Os ‘te Recsewick and and politically; for mankind are generally friendly to 
back is 318 | each other when it is their interest to be so, and nothing 

| improves this feeling better than frequent interested in- 

tercourse. I find however on looking into the Balti- 
3,286 | More and Ohio rail road company’s report of last Octo- 
| ber, that they calculated on intercepting the current of 

the great Western trade from Pennsylvania by means 
of their rail road, which they say makes the Ohio river 
but 301 miles from Baltimore, and that as (they say) 
rail roads are more economical for transportation than 
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Total 15 loads of 50 tons each—and total 
distance, 
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I further understand that during this time, the boat 
required no further expense than a little caulking, 
which was done by the hands, and the old mare re- 
quired no other repairs than food and a little shoeing. | 





any nthe 


That the réason for not making more trips, was 
owing to the detentions at unloading from 3 to 9 days a 
trip, inconsequence of the wharves being so full of coal, 
and there not being room for the boats to get up to 
unload. 

That when there is no detention, the boats frequent- 
ly make a trip to Bristol and back to Mauch Chunk in 
nine days. 

Suppose we allow a trip to be made inten days, 
with the old mare, and that the cost of her ladyship, 
and the boat, was sunk in one season, of 250 days 
(those boats have now lasted several years, and none as 
far as we have understood are unseaworthy) yet the cost 
would be as follows: 


A man a day, . ° ° 90 cents. 
1 do do . ; . . 80 ** 
lboy do : : ° : so 
The mare cost $25 00, divide in 250 days, 

is a day, . . : . 1» © 
Horse keeping, ° . ° sO. 
The boat cost 250 dollars, divide in 250 

days, is a day, . ; : 100 *«* 
Tow lines and contingencies, mS 

400 

And a trip of ten days $40 00 
106 miles Mauch Chunk to Bristol 

+-50 tons is = 3 00 


Canals, and this added to their advantages in distance 
will insure them this great western trade. - : 

On examining their rail road report; and perceiving 
in it their expectations of supplanting us, I have been 
induced to examine other reports of the actual expen- 
diture in transportation, both by canals and rail roads— 
not what they theoretically ought to spend, but what 
they have actually spent; for I have long since learned, 
that an ingenious mind, was not at a loss to spin out a 
pretty theory on any subject; but that practice, was a 
very different thing. In the pursuit of this inquiry, I 
have obtained all the regular reports of the justly cele- 
brated Manchester-and Liverpool rail road Company 
from their commencement, excepting one. This col- 
lection of reports must go far to settle the great ques- 
tion between canals and rail roads, so far as economy in 
transporting tons of produce, &c. is concerned, as that 
company is one of the oldest, operating by the modern 
improvements. They have had the command of abun- 
dance of money, and left nothing that ingenuity could 
suggest, or money procure, to produce the very best 
effects. Their business has also been large, and last, 
not least, has been productive from the beginning. — 
Consequently they have no object to disguise facts; 
and so far from disguise, they go into minute details, 
of all their expenses. > 

I give below, extracts of all that appears to affect us, 
and also an extract from the Baltimore report of the 
same heads, together with what has been paid for trans- 
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portation the past year on the Schuylkill, Lehigh, | suming as a basis that a horse or mule will travel an 


Delaware, and Delaware and Raritan Canals. 


Extracts from the Semi-Annual Reports of the Man- 
chester and Liverpool rail road Company. 


| 
| 
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5 
5 
174,122)1,85| 57,881] 5,7) 1,16 
182,823/1,93| 86,842)/4,86) 0,9 
Dec. 31, 1833. | 215,071,1,7 | 98,247) 5,1) 1,16 
June 30 1834. 200,656/1,9 | 104,356)5,15) 1,16 
This Com. charged for . 


June 30, 1832. 
December 31, do 





| equal distance (giving them their proper gait) before 
wearing out, with a locomotive engine, and that a canal 
boat and rail road car will also last to go an equal 


| distance before wearing out. 


I presume most persons will agree with me that the 
animals and the boat will both go furtherto wear out, 
than the locomotive and cars. 1 have been told by 
persons in the employ of the Lehigh Company, that 

some of their boatmen have already paid for their boats 
bought of the Company, by paying ten dollars a trip to 
Bristol and back, and that during this time they have 
not spent ten dollars on their boat. And mules, it is 
believed, will last to work from 20 to 30 years. 

One horse on a canal hauls 50 tons cargo, and goes 

20 miles a day, and costs $100, Hence 4 horses draw 
200 tons, 20 miles a day, being equal to fifty tons, 


42,692! 5,6] 1,3 | eighty miles a day. 
9| 1,4 | A Locomotive draws from 30 to 50 tons cargo, and 


goes 80 miles a day, and costs from $5000 to $6000 
‘each. 

Then to effect equal purposes for the propelling 
_ power on a canal, 
4 horses $100 each, cost $ ,400 


term 3,72 9,33 ,Ona Rail road 1 Locomotive cost from 5 to $6,000 
eaten A boat on the Lehigh canal completely 

NOTE.—All the power along the road is locomotive | covered in carrying 70 tons cost $ ,300 
engines. 23 cars for Rail road at 3 tons each, is 


Extract from the Annual Report of the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail road company ending Sept. 30, 1834. 


Passengers cents tons cents. 
transported. amile. trans. a mile. 
94,844 1,98 56,119 53,35 
This Co., charged for 
the last year; 3, 19,928 6,2 going W. 


236,191 4, § going E. 


| NOTE.—All power for passengers, locomotive en- 
gines, and for goods, horses. 
Schuylkill Navigation Company paid this year for trans- 


porting coal 1 cent a ton per mile. 
Lehigh Delaware, and Delaware 
and Raritan canals paid this tons. cents. 


year for transporting coal | 
The contractor finding every thing except paying the | 

tolls, 

The above extracts require but little comment to | 
satisfy the good citizens of this state, that they need not | 
fear losing the public money expended in their great 
improvements. : 

It must be recollected that on the rail roads mention- 
ed, they have a large transportation both ways; 
whereas the coal by the canals goes only one way, 
and those prices are predicated on the boats returning 
empty. If the trade was like that on the rail roads, it 
would no doubt reduce the cost at least one third. But 
taking things as they are, no doubt in a few years, 
when we have business on our canals, the State, whose | 
interest will be that-of the citizen, will come down as 
low with theirtolls as will keep their works in repair, 
and pay interest on their loans—and come within a 
price, that toll and transportation together need 
not exceed the mere cost of the Locomotives on the 
rail road. 

It is fair to presume that the cost of the locomotives 
in this country can never be less than on the Manchester | 
and Liverpool rail road, after so many years experience, | 
under circumstances not to be excelled in any country. 
They have coal for fuel on or by the line of their rail 
road. They had 22 locomotives on their road so early 
as 1832. Hence their experience is very great. Wages 
there, are not half what we have to pay, and iron there | 
is less than half our prices; and this forms a large item 
of expenditure. ea od 

But let us examine a few of the items constituting | 
the cost of transportation on canals and rail roads, as- | 





69 tons at $100 to 120 each (say 100) $2,300 

Hence the Locomotive power on a canal is but one- 
thirteenth the cost of the Locomotive on the Rail road; 
and the boat on the canal but one-seventh of the cost of 
burthen cars on the Rail road. 

In reference to the durability of the two, the canal is 
always growing better, while the Rail road (whether 
used or not used) is continually getting worse. 


A PENNSYLVANIAN. 





For the Gazette and Intelligencer. 
THE WEATHER. 
Yesterday (Sunday the 8th Feb.) was the coldest day 


105,000 80-100 | W® have had in Philadelphia this winter. The same 
y . 


thermometer, having a southern exposure and located 
near the corner of Walnut and Seventh streets, which 
stood of Monday the Sth of January, the coldest day of 
the cold week, at 3 degrees above zero, stood at 7 A. M. 


at one degree above. The day throughout was windy, 


and perhaps fewer people were seen in the streets, than 
on any day within recollection. 

In our last paper, we stated the thermometer on Sa- 
turday at7, A. M., to have been at 18°. Itrose in the 
middle of the day, but fell rapidly in the afternoon. 
As 11, P. M. it was at 64. Its course yesterday was 
pretty much the same. 

At 10, A. M. it rose to 10,} 
At noon it was at 20. 
At 2, P. M. it was at 234. 

After that it began to fall. 

At 3, P. M. it-was at 20, 
“ 
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This morning at 7 o’clock, it was 6 degrees above 
zero, being five degrees milder than yesterday, 

The river is again closed opposite the city. The ice 
boat of the Philadelpha and Amboy rail road cut through 
the ice and crossed this morning, 





The Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers have been clos- 
ed all this week —and are now closed, (13th) 


